
 
 

 

  
 

 

 
   

  
 

        
  

 
       

 
  

 
    

 
 

 
 

  
        

         
         
          
 
 

   
   

    
   

  
   

  

 
 

   
   

    
 

  
  

  
     

   
     

    
 

  
 

     

US Army Corps 
of Engineers 
St Paul District 

Public Notice 
Wisconsin Environmental ISSUED: April 28, 2025 SPONSOR: Restorations EXPIRES: May 28, 2025 

SECTION: 404 - Clean Water Act REFER TO: 2014-01566-LED 

1. WETLAND COMPENSATORY MITIGATION BANK MODIFICATION PROPOSAL 

2. SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

SPONSOR’S ADDRESS: Leland Christenson 
Wisconsin Environmental Restorations 
P.O. Box 99 Strum 
Strum, Wisconsin 54770 

SPONSOR’S AGENT Mark Krumenacher 
GZA 
17975 West Sarah Lane, Suite 100 
Brookfield, Wisconsin 53045 

PROJECT LOCATION: The Site is in Sections 18 and 19, Township 48N, Range 13W in the Town of 
Parkland, Douglas County, Wisconsin. The Bank Site is located along the northside of Valley Brook 
Road at the vicinity of the Valley Brook Road and Pine Street intersection. The Enbridge Energy 
pipeline corridor is located on the south and north easternmost corners of the site. The Wild Rivers 
Trail and Valley Brook Road intersection is slightly over 0.25 mile west of the sites southwestern 
corner. The northern border of the site is the CN railroad. The Site is in the St. Louis and Lower 
Nemadji River Watershed. Bluff Creek, which drains the site, flows to the north-northeast before 
entering Allouez Bay. The Bank Site is in the Lake Superior Service Area (BSA); the Beartrap-
Nemadji 8-digit Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC); and the Lower Nemadji River Watershed 10-digit HUC. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: This project involves the modification of an existing, approved wetland 
mitigation bank site. Mitigation banks are approved by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the 
purpose of providing compensatory mitigation credits which sponsors sell to permittees seeking 
Department of the Army authorization for impacts to aquatic resources. 

The Corps originally approved the Bluff Creek Wetland Mitigation Bank on October 9, 2020. The 
Sponsor completed site construction and seeding in 2020 and received their initial credit release for 
construction in January 2021. In 2022 the Sponsor and Interagency Review Team (IRT) identified 
issues with the site performance, specifically the failure of an outlet structure and deficient of wetland 
hydrology or vegetation. As a condition of the continued sale of previously released credits and future 
release of additional credits, the Corps required the Sponsor to develop a corrective action plan to 
address these issues and bring the site into compliance with the objectives of their mitigation plan. 

On April 8, 2025, the sponsor submitted their plan for redesigning the site, which they believe will 
allow them to successfully restore wetlands, achieve vegetative and hydrologic performance 
standards, and generate additional credit releases. The Sponsor is proposing to modify the site’s 



    
 

 
   

 

   
    

  
     

   
  

 
  

 
    

    
 

   
    

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
   

 
  

   
 

 
 

  
  

       
   

    
  

 
 

  
    

    
    
   

 
    

   
    

  
  

 
    

 
  

Regulatory Division (File No. 2014-01566-LED) 

design to include the complete backfilling all drainage ditches and swales onsite (see enclosure 
figures for details on the specific ditches identified for removal). To obtain material for these ditch 
removals, the Sponsor proposes to obtain onsite material from the locations identified on the enclosed 
figures. The sponsor is also proposing a new design for the main outlet that their engineer believes 
will be stable and self-sustaining. The sponsor is not proposing to add any additional acreage or any 
changes to the types or extent of wetlands originally proposed. The sponsor is proposing a revised 
monitoring plan, specifically additional well installation to ensure site hydrology is sufficiently 
monitored. 

The Corps is reviewing this proposal in accordance with the standard modification review process 
laid out in 33 CFR 332.8(d) and 33 CFR 332.8(f)(1). 

COORDINATION WITH RESOURCE AGENCIES:  This project has been coordinated with the 
following members of the Interagency Review Team (IRT) and other resource agencies: the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Minnesota 
Bureau of Aeronautics. 

3. FEDERALLY-LISTED THREATENED OR ENDANGERED WILDLIFE OR PLANTS OR THEIR 
CRITICAL HABITAT 
The Corps is coordinating this notice with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The Corps will consider 
any comments it may have concerning Federally-listed threatened or endangered wildlife or plans or 
their critical habitat in our final assessment of the described work. 

4. JURISDICTION 
The Corps is reviewing this proposal in accordance with the practices for documenting Corps 
jurisdiction under Sections 9 & 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act. 

5. HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
The Corps will review information on known cultural resources and/or historic properties within and 
adjacent to the project area.  The Corps will also consider the potential effects of the project on any 
unidentified properties. The Corps will coordinate its determination on identification of historic 
properties and any effect findings with the State Historic Preservation Officer and other consulting 
parties as appropriate independent of this public notice.  The Corps will resolve any adverse effects 
on historic properties in coordination with consulting parties prior to the Corps' authorization of the 
work in connection with this project. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING REQUESTS 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that the Corps 
hold a public hearing to consider this proposal.  Requests for public hearings shall state, in detail, the 
reasons for holding a public hearing.  The Corps may deny public hearing request(s) if substantive 
reasons for holding a hearing are not provided or if there is otherwise no valid interest to be served. 

7. REPLIES/COMMENTS 
The Corps invites interested parties to submit written facts, arguments, or objections by the expiration 
date above.  These statements should bear upon the suitability of the location and the adequacy of 
the project and should, if appropriate, suggest any changes believed to be desirable.  The Corps will 
forward comments received to the sponsor and consider all comments during our evaluation. 

Comments can be electronically submitted to Leslie.e.day@usace.army.mil. If electronic submittal is 
not available, commenters should address replies to: 

Regulatory Division 
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Regulatory Division (File No. 2014-01566-LED) 

St. Paul District Corps of Engineers 
332 Minnesota Street, Suite E1500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-1323 

Or, IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT, call Leslie Day at the St. Paul District Office 
of the Corps, telephone number 651-290-5365.  

To receive Public Notice notifications, go to: https://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Contact/RSS/ and 
subscribe to the RSS Feed for which you would like to receive Public Notices. 

Enclosure(s): 
Figures 1-5 

Page 3 of 3 

https://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Contact/RSS


i 
1,: ' 

.\ ,,· ~ 

I. ': ' ,r 

"' ,, 
r' 

I ' , , 
f 

I 
I~ f 

· ... , 

E------3 

WER 

PROJECT NO.Notes: FIGURE/PHOTO DESCRIPTION: CREATED BY: 0 1,100 2,200 3,300 
KBROCKMAN Feet WER 125.06 LOCATION MAP 

Wisconsin Environmental MANAGER: DATE: SHEET OFRestorations LLC CLIENT/PROJECT: SCALE (11 x 17): 1 in equals 1,367.37 feet 2/27/2019 PO Box 99 SOURCE DATA: WER, WDNRStrum, WI 54770 BLUFF CREEK WETLAND MITIGATION BANK FIELD DATA COLLECTED BY: PROJECTION: Transverse Mercator Office (715) 318-7893 COORDINATE SYSTEM: NAD 1983 2011 WISCRS WER Douglas Feetwww.wisconsinenvironmental.com 

Figure 1 
KBROCKMAN 

Legend
Site Boundary
Quarter Sections 
Lake Superior BSA 
Roads 
Watercourses 

µ 

PROJECT ADDRESS: 5089 VALLEY BROOK ROAD, SUPERIOR, WI 54880 
PROJECT PLSS: SEC 18 & 19, TWP 48N, RNG 13W 

Douglas 
Bayfield 

Ashland 
Iron 

Burnett Washburn Sawyer 

Vilas 
Forest 

Price Oneida 

Polk 

St Croix 

Barron 

Dunn 

Rusk 

Chippewa Taylor 
Marathon 

Lincoln 
Langlade 

www.wisconsinenvironmental.com
https://1,367.37


           

   

   

 

N

➤

Figure 2 - Bluff Creek Monitoring Wells Legend 

MW - Meadow (pink) 

MW - Swamp (orange) 

N

➤ 

1000 ft 



Ji 

' 
' ' 

' ' 
' ' ' ) 

' ' 

' 
'-, ' ' 

/, 
' ' 

.. \, 
--- . .,Oc. 

k 
l./ 

' ' 

' '' , __ 

- ,--

' ' 

0 ,, 
" ,, 
'; 

','--:-;j, 
'' ,, 

-- . - -

' ' ( 

\I_, 

r 

' ' 

(fl 
(;:J 
,u 

/ 
.( 

\ ; 

I 

' ' 

,.-' 
) 

• 

' ' -' 

0 

'' 
C,: / 

' ' ' :, 

' " 
J·- /-,-
'•/ 

• 

!"••-; /,"> ,A., 'O' ,,, ' C - '-, 
' ,' 

__ , ' 
' ' 

' " ,,- , r 

---' 

) 

', 

·--,', 

' 

!'~,,./''' 
' ' 

6/8 

' < ,, 
I,,, I , __ ,, 

" ' ' 

0 

' ' - -· ,/u: 
.-,'.'), -~-, 
·-·, 

,, 

.- ') 

·;-,--,_ 
,--- ~ ·- •"'J 

,, . J 

" ,, 

" ,0 

''' ( 1_, 

·1 -, .:, I 
~';/ -., 

},°"--\ 

·-- ·.;-v ( -
cu 

--..~u 

' 
' ' 

0 
' 

" 

,, ' ' ,,, 

' :, 
-\", 

' '1 ·, 

'., ' . •' / 

0 

" 

:: .-,; 1": . 

' ·:,,,-

'' 

t 

·~.'--'1 

" •,-A ~· ,, 

'°:li-· . '-, 
' ' ' .'.I 

0 

' ., 

·ys 
·> 
' 

' ' 

' ' 

' ~·. 
", --,,,~ ·, 

f) r, 

' ' 
,>{'., 
<,: 

' __ , 

• -- ' 

:,1 

1_, 
I : - =, 

, \. ~--
')_ -~ ~' --~ ,-·,, --· 

,. 
,_' ·-
,:ff 

' 

' 

,,, ,--, 
' 

r >-, 
I~• 

,,., ':;p 

,, 

;, i'-
',, {;'-.-

,·._,/ 

' 

,, 

,, 

' ' 

' 

' 
;1 '·~ '· "•,.-- ,\ 

~-\s: 

l ., 
',, "'-~---

", 

K '-/ 
--',(., 

,' -}:v,,-::-, ,. '. ,._, 

,-=,1~; 

" 

", 
.-, ,,-\ ) 

> 

,-,. - , 
' ,, ,: , ' ·, ' . ' 

•!' 

i: .• _,-! 
I_,,--'-''.";-

.') \) 
(i 

0 

" ' 

) 

" ) 

_ _, ( ,. ' 
', . ' 

,·-" 

,-' 

' ' ' ' ' 

;t, '. 
,, 

" ' " ' 

0 

--o-
• , 

' 

• 

' ' 

' 

0 

' ' ' ' 

• 

' ' ' 

.~/~'-P 

' ' ' ' 

,-_,_ 

•,_ -·r· 
• c; -

• 

" 

' 

' ' ' ) 

( 

' ' ' 

' 
' ' 

'/,_ 0 ,, 0 
' ' ' ' ' ' 

' \ 

~:- l 

\ ,,,; 

--~--
~:--' '• ---~--

'·./ -
' ' • ,i• -

• 0 
•'---

--.) 

' ' 

( 

" a 
co 

,".- -· 
' ' 
' 

( 

0 

' ' 

,' 
' 

' 

) 

! 

' 

' ! 

' ' 

' \ 

V 

' 

' ' 

' 

' ',, 
,-,-~' '. 
/,' 

E. VALLEY BROOK RD 

PI
N

E 
ST

 

3 
2 

41 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
19 

11 12 33
20 35

13 
36 

14 3721 39
15 24 

16 25 4017 23 

18 2822 
27 

41 
26 29 

32 

42 

44 

43 45 46 

ELEVATIONS TABLE 

Number MAX. DEPTH MIN. DEPTH AREA COLOR 

1 -2.50 -2.00 813SQ.FT. 

2 -2.00 -1.50 4981SQ.FT. 

3 -1.50 -1.00 21166SQ.FT. 

4 -1.00 -0.50 82757SQ.FT. 

5 -0.50 0.00 226657SQ.FT. 

6 0.00 0.50 1771SQ.FT. 

NOTES: 

1. HORIZONTAL DATUM REFERENCED TO THE NORTH AMERICAN DATUM OF 
1983 (NAD83) WISCONSIN STATE PLANE, NORTH ZONE, US FOOT. 

2. VERTICAL DATUM IS REFERENCED TO THE NORTH AMERICAN VERTICAL 
DATUM OF 1988 (NAVD88) 

3. CONTOURS ARE IN 0.5' AND 2' 

4. APPROXIMATE CUT QUANTITY = 5,690 CU. YDS. 

5. THERE ARE NO CORRESPONDING CUT AREAS ASSOCIATED WITH NO. 30, 31, 
34, AND 38 
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